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is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 

THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. , ^ ^. , ^, ^ 

^™7nsoft^^^ ,nnoevent.however.mayareplybet.melyfiled 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the maiHng .^Jj;;^,;^^^^^^^ ,ep,y ^t^ln the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) ^^y^- f l^P'^ ^^^^ ^ .,. J : c|x (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and w 1 ^^P'^^^'^J^^^^ .35 y e n s 133) 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication{s) filed on . 

2a)n This actionis FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-190 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) 0 Ciaim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) 1-190 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are. a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by^the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 DD The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some * c)D None of. 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
I. Claims 1-43 and 92-108, drawn to a fixation device, classified in class 606, 
subclass 73. 

,11. Claims 44-60, drawn to a fixation device, classified in class 606, subclass 104. 

III. Claims 61-74, drawn to a fixation device, classified in class 606, subclass 86. 

IV. Claims 75-91, drawn to a fixation device, classified in class 606, subclass 60. 

V. Claims 109-126, drawn to a fixation device, classified in class 606, subclass 61. 
• VI. Claims 127-143, drawn to a fixation device, classified in class 606, subclass 72. 

VII. Claims 144-159, drawn to a fixation device, classified in class 606, subclass 59. 

VIII. Claims 160-174, drawn to a method, classified in class 623, subclass 16.11. 

IX. Claims 175-184, drawn to a method, classified in class 606, subclass 99. 

X. Claim 185, drawn to a method, classified in class 606, subclass 53. 

XI. Claim 186, drawn to a method, classified in class 128, subclass 898. 

XII. Claims 187-189, drawn to a method, classified in class 606, subclass 72. 
Xra. Claim 190, drawn to a method, classified in class 606, subclass 61 . 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
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the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentabiUty, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not nee the comiecting member having internal sidewalls 
defining a female tapered first through passage. The subcombination has separate utility such as 
a fixation device. 

Inventions III and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need the fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions IV and I are related as combination and subcombination, hiventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need the internal sidewalls defining a female-tapered 
first through passage. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions V and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
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the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need the fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions VI and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombinationhasutility by itselfor in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). mthe instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need the fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions VII and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1 ) the combination as claimed does not require 

the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself orin other combinations (MPEP§ 806.05(c)). In the instant 

case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need the connecting member having internal sidewalls 

defining a female-tapered first through passage. The subcombination has separate utility such as 

a fixation device. 

Inventions VIII and I are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be sho,™ that either-. (1) the process as claitned can be practiced by another 
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materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed ean be used to practice 
anotiteraxtd materially differentproeess. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions IX and I are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown fltat eittta: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatits as claimed can be used to practice 
anoflrerandmaterially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e». In flus case tite process as 
claimed can be practice wiUi a different apparatos. 

Inventions X and I are related as process and apparatits for its practice. The inventions 
axe distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) fl.e process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially differem apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). h, flris case the process as 
claimed can be practice wiUi a different apparatus. 

Inventions XI and I are related as process and apparatits for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown tttat either: (I) tire process as claimed ean be pra^ieed by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparams as claimed c^ be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparahis. 

Inventions XII and I are related as process and apparan,s for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that eititer: (1) tite proems as claimed can be practiced by anotiter 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
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another and materially different process. (MPEP § 506.05(e)). In this case the process as 

claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions xm and I arc related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that cither: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
anotherandmateriallydifrerentprocess. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 

claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions m and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
ease, the combination as claimed does not require «>e particulars of the subcombination as 
clahned because the combination docs not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions II and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) tite combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) ttiat the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combin^ons (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars otthe subcombination as 
claimed because the combination docs not need a fastemng member having a tapered locking fit 
to lock the fixation structiue in position relation to the bone when flte fastening member is 
attached to bone. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 
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Inventions V and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
extemal portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions VI and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
extemal portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions II and VII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need the connecting member further having a second 
through-passage. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 
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Inventions VIII and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions IX and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions X and U are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XI and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XII and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
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materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

hiventions XIII and U are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions HI and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions V and m are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member configured and dimensioned 
to penetrate and attach bone. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 
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Inventions VI and HI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member configured and dimensioned 
to penetrate and attach bone. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions III and VII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions VIII and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions IX and UI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
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another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions X and HI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XI and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XII and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different ^paratus. 

Inventions XIII and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 
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Inventions V and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utihty by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions VI and IV are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions IV and VII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a second through-passage. The subcombination 
has separate utility such as a fixation device. 
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Inventions VIII and IV are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions IX and IV are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). Li this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions X and IV are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)), In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XI and IV are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XII and IV are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
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by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XIII and IV are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806,05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions V and VI are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utiUty by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need an elongated support having a bend. The 
subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions V and VII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 
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Inventions VIII and V are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions IX and V are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions X and V are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XI and V are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XII and V are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
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materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process, (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XIII and V are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions VI and VII are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination does not need a fastening member having a male-tapered 
external portion. The subcombination has separate utility such as a fixation device. 

Inventions VIII and VI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions IX and VI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
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materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions X and VI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806;05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XI and VI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XII and VI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XIII and VI are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
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to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions VIII and VII are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions IX and VII are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions X and VII are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the process as 
claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XI and VII are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 
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Inventions XII and VII are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions XIII and VII are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process, (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
process as claimed can be practice with a different apparatus. 

Inventions VIII and IX are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions VIII and X are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions VIII and XI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions; or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 
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Inventions VIII and XII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions VIE and XIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions IX and X are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions IX and XI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it cm be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions IX and XII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions IX and XIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 
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different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions X and XI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions X and XII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions X and XIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions XI and XII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Inventions XI and XIII ^e unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 
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Inventions XII and XIII are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, 
different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
different inventions are not capable of use together and they have different modes of operation. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for some Groups is not required for other Groups, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications fi*om the 
examiner should be directed to Eduardo C. Robert whose telephone nimiber is 703-305-7333. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver can be reached on 703-308-2582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17;5J^ (toUrfree). ^^--^ 
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